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The main gate opened on to the market-
place, and every street, every lane that
led from it was barncaded, and the barn-
cades held by the burghers. In the houses
my musketeers were posted, about half
the force in all Under the walls on either
side the gate two little picked companies
waited, to charge when all the Spaniards
were in and shut the gates again. Behind
them two transport \\aggons waited, ready
horsed, to be overturned in the gateway
when the gates were shut, that they might
not be opened again Vermeil led one
company, and our quartermaster, Nicholas
Zouch, the other It was a dangerous
task, for from the barricade behind them
to the gate was scarce room to gather speed
for the charge , but you cannot win battles
without nsk

It ^as dark at last, with the heavy dark-
ness that comes ere the moon rises, and a
faint tramp came from without the walls.
I stood by the wicket in the main gate,
with my horse at my side They were
thronged without now, and I opened the
wicket a little way.